INFLUENTIAL   CIRCLE                       235

makes with the attitude of Pakistan. It is a superior attitude
that must constitute a most severe irritant to Pakistan and
to every Muslim who has elected to stay within the Indian
frontiers.

One more respect in which the session was typical of the
attitude of India's politicians was the reception given to the
Home Minister's declaration on Hyderabad. The Council
Chamber tingled with excited glee when he announced that
the Government intended to push ahead with its plans for the
reorganisation of that state. There were no wanner cheers
throughout the morning than at the close of his proclamation,
" Hyderabad is a settled fact which nobody can alter. It
is a domestic affair and India is powerful enough to defy
anybody." I could not repress a smile. His defiance of
the lightning was so fervent that I felt that the least someone
should do was to fire off a few photographic flash-bulbs.
They might even have stimulated him to greater deeds of

.
The men and women who form the Assembly have been
fortunate. They have served on what will almost certainly
prove to be the most important Assembly in the history of
the new India. They have been privileged to pass legislation
which will have a lasting effect upon their country's future,
and to sit in judgement upon the efforts of those who have
drafted the new constitution. It has fallen to them to
endorse the plan by which the Republic of India is to remain
within the British Commonwealth.
This last is a development that few people outside the
top ranks of Indian opinion and a well-informed minority
of the British had really considered as a possibility. Many
Americans in India and at home assumed that the association
was at an end, and that all that remained to be decided
was the method and pace of the separation.
It is by no means universally popular among Indian
politicos that India is still somewhat " connected with
die British Empire. Some of them have waxed very wroth